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Career inspiration comes in many 
shapes and sizes. Madelyn Rinkol 
was inspired at a young age after a 
life-changing experience: She watched 
her twin brothers grow stronger in the 
neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) after 
their premature birth.

“I was so mesmerized by the machines 
and health care workers,” she said.  
“I grew up wanting to pursue a career 
in health care.”

Driven by her passion for becoming 
a nurse, the Silver Creek, Nebraska, 
native worked as a certified nursing 
assistant (CNA) throughout high school 
and college to develop her nursing skills. 
She later attended Wayne State College 
in Wayne, Nebraska, and received her 
Bachelor of Science degree. She then 
continued her education at the  
University of Nebraska Medical Center  
in Omaha, where she graduated with her 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) 
degree.

During the early stages of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Rinkol returned to Columbus 
Community Hospital as a COVID  
screener and assisted the hospital’s 
Occupational Health Services  
department. A few months before  
receiving her degree, she transitioned to 
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the hospital’s emergency department as 
a CNA. She accepted a registered nurse 
position in May 2022.  

Rinkol said her decision to return and 
work at the hospital was easy because 
it’s close to family, and the warm,  
welcoming environment she’s  
experienced here is unlike any other 
facility. She is also thankful for the  
hospital’s support in providing  
education and networking opportunities 
with her peers.

“I’ve always known I wanted to be a 
nurse, but I was unsure which  
department would be the best fit for 
me,” she said. “After completing my 
job shadows and clinical rotations, I 
saw myself fitting in very well with the 
nurses in the emergency department. 
It’s a fast-paced environment, and I 
love it!”

As an emergency room nurse, no two 
days are the same. Rinkol’s primary  
duties often include triaging and  
stabilizing patients experiencing trauma, 
minimizing pain and educating patients 
on injury prevention and health  
maintenance. While the skills she uses 
vary each shift, she said it’s essential  
to have excellent time management 
skills and the ability to adapt to each 
situation. 

“Each day in the emergency room is 
ever-changing because you never know 
what will come through the doors,”  
she said. “Our team’s ability to work  
together and think critically in high-
stress situations helps us provide the 
highest level of care for each of our 
patients.”

Rinkol encourages individuals interested  
in health care to explore the career 
opportunities available and find an area 
that interests them.

“The medical field can be a difficult but 
extremely rewarding career,” she said. 
“You can bring hope and happiness to 
the lives of people in need.”

When she is not working at the hospital, 
Rinkol enjoys traveling, gardening and 
spending time at the lake with her family 
and friends. 

To learn more about career opportunities 
available at the hospital, visit our  
website at columbushosp.org.
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